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BRETT-ISHAM-RANDOLPH 
By W. G. Stanard 

(From Quarterly, Volume 1, No. 2, pp. 108-109, which 
is out of print.) 

In the New England Historical and Genealogical Register for 
July, 1890, was published, in Mr. Waters' most valuable series of 
English Gleanings, the Will of Sir Edward Brett of Blendenhall, 
parish of Bexley, County of Kent, England, dated Dec. 22d, 1682, 
and proved March 17th, 1683. Among his legatees were the chil- 
dren of his niece Ann, daughter of his sister Mary Isham; and 
£200 apiece to the two daughters of his nephew Henry Isham, late 
of Virginia, deceased, by Katherine his wife. 

The following pedigree is compiled from the Visitation of 
London, 1568 (published by the Harleian Society) : 

Alexander Brett of Whitstanton in Devon married , 

daughter of Rosemaderos and had issue, I. John; II. Robert, of 
Lincolnshire, Gent, married Elizabeth, daughter of Edward Bush, 
of Sison, 3rd brother of the Bushes of Hobun; III. Symon. 

Robert and Elizabeth (Bush) Brett, had issue: Robert, first 
son, citizen and Merchant-tailor of London, married Eliza- 
beth, daughter of Reginald Highgate (arms: gu. two bars arg. 
over all on a bend or a torteau, between two leopards' heads az.) 

Margaret married Veale of Lincolnshire. 

Robert and Elizabeth (Highgate) Brett had issue: I. John, 
oldest son ; II. William (of Toddington, Bedfordshire) ; III. 
Robert ; IV. Richard ; V. Elizabeth ; VI. Catharine. 

William Brett, of Toddington, just named, had with other 
issue, Sir Edward, born 1608, whose Will has been quoted, and 
Mary who married William Isham (Bloyde's Genealogia Bed- 
fordiensis) . 

Their son, Henry Isham, came to Virginia, settled at Bermuda 
Hundred, married Katherine, widow of Joseph Royall, of Hen- 
rico County, and dying about 1675, ^ eit issue : I. Henry, "of Vir- 
ginia and London," died unmarried; II. Mary, married William 
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Randolph of "Turkey Island ;" III. Elizabeth, married Francis 
Eppes, of Henrico. 

The Brett arms are "arg. seme of Crosses Crosslets fitche, a 
lion rampant gules." 

In notes appended to Sir Edward Brett's Will in the Register, 
it is stated that he was knighted by the king, 31st August, 1644, 
after a gallant charge on the Parliamentary forces at Lootwithiel, 
Cornwall ; was in the military service of William of Orange, and 
died, Feb. 12th, 1682-3, aged seventy-five years. His tomb, with 
an elaborate epitaph, is at Bexley. 

A fine impression of the Isham arms, on a red wax seal, is at- 
tached to a paper at Henrico Court House. 



VIRGINIA RANDOLPHS— ARMS AND 
ENGLISH DESCENT 

(From Quarterly, Volume I, No. 3, pp. 158-159, which 
is out of print.) 

A letter recently received from an esteemed correspondent, 
Rev. Henry Isham Longden, Shangton Rectory, Leicester, Eng- 
land, gives some interesting facts as to the English descent of Vir- 
ginia families. Data collected by the erratic John Randolph of 
Roanoke has furnished the basis of all later deductions from the 
emigrant ancestor of the so-widely distinguished Randolph family, 
Colonel William Randolph, of "Turkey Island." His record, pre- 
served in a MS. memorandum book, in the possession of Mrs. 
Cynthia B. T. Coleman, Williamsburg, Virginia, thus commences : 
"There was found among the papers of Sir John Randolph of 
Virginia an antique black-letter pedigree as follows : William," 
son of Robert 1 and Rosa (Roberts) Randolph, died 1670, aged 
88 years ; married Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Smith. Of 
their issue was Thomas, 13 the poet and William. The last mar- 
ried, fourthly, Dorothy, daughter of Richard Law, and widow of 
Thomas West. Of the issue of William, and Dorothy Randolph, 
was William, d born 27 th November, 1623, the emigrant to Vir- 
ginia.' " 

This statement it appears is somewhat inexact. Mr. Longden 
writes : "Among the many treasures in the library of my cousin, 



